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ganize into two unions. One, the Dai Nippon
Yogen Kyokai, or Association of Prophets, held
a convention not so long ago to discuss' the future
not so much by means of deer bones and the shape
of the president's feet as on the basis of cold cash
statistics. After 'all, even fortune tellers must
make a living. This association includes about
a third of Tokyo's soothsayers and has in its ranks
those who are itinerants. Another association
is composed of fortune tellers who have perma-
nent residences.
. Recently, the Metropolitan, Police issued an
ordinance to the effect that due to the present
China difficulties,, all fortune tellers must "mend
their ways and give their clients, cheerful fortunes.
In fact, the police, with amused disdain, control
the affairs of Tokyo's prophets.
"We get to know quite a bit about them/5
confided a police official to me when I called at the
police station to inquire about the prophets^ anot
because we control the fees they charge, but be-
cause they have to register with us and explain their
particular brand of divination. We don't bother
with the charges because we rarely get complaints,
Usually the future they conjure up is couched in
such ambiguous terms that the applicant can't help
lading satisfaction somewhere in the recital and